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Sunday Worship Services: 9:30 am and 11:30 am — Sunday Night Live! at 5:20 pm

Sunday, April 6
9:30 am and 11:30 am
Death Be Not Proud Cathy Harrington
“One short sleep past, we wake eternally, And death shall be no more, Death, thou shalt die.” This com-
forting senfiment, offered by the poet John Donne in his Holy Sonnets #10, was woven beautifully into the Pulit-
zer Prize play, Wit, by Margaret Edson. She writes, “*Nothing but a breath—a comma—separates life from life
everlasting. It is very simple really. Death is no longer something to act out on a stage, with exclamation
points. It's a comma, a pause.”
Whether it's a comma, a pause, or just a “period” isn't the point. The point is that it doesn’t have fo be an
exclamation point.

5:20 pm
TBA The Isaacs/Bryant Family

The Isaacs/Bryant Family Singers will perform at the 5:20 pm service.

Sunday, April 13

9:30 am, 11:30 am and 5:20 pm

The Shadow Knows Rev. Davidson Loehr
A fourth in the series exploring Jungian styles of understanding human nature, the human condition and the
resolution of enduring yearnings. Western culture has treated issues of good and evil as military situations,
where pure good is to conquer pure evil. Since no real world is built this way, it results in projecting our unac-
knowledged evil onto others. Some current examples may come to mind. Eastern religions and Jungian psy-
chologists have taught that the task is infegration of our dark sides, not a pretended “victory” over them. Also:
they have wisdom we need to become more whole.

Music from the Middle East and beyond with world-class ensemble 1001 Nights Orchestra af the 5:20 service.

ﬂ April 6: SWUUC President Mark Westergard to Speak — Pre-Congregational Meeting to Follow

¥ Mark Westergard, president of the Southwest UU Conference, will speak on Sunday, April 6 between

I fhe morning services about the SWUUC, the services it offers and our connection to it.

Then join us atf the Spring Pre-Congregational Meeting from 12:45 to 1:15 in the Sanctuary for a preview
i of what will be on the agenda for the Spring Congregational Meeting on Sunday, May 4.

EEEE

£

il April 13: Come to the All-Church Council Meeting

Everyone is invited to the next All-Church Council Meeting, on Sunday, April 13 from 1:00 fo 3:00 pm in

L Howson Hall. This is when all committee chairs, members and interested parties catch up on recent devel-
opments, ask each other questions and frade experiences and suggestions. A light lunch will be served

i at 12:30 for a suggested donation of $5.00. Committee chairs are encouraged to submit reports via e-mail

in advance. Call Bill Forbes at 420-0707 or e-mail forbes@worldpost.com for further information.
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Remembering
Our Loved Ones

Overseas

This is a new bulletin board in
Howson Hall, with photos of
members of our church family
who are on active duty with
the armed forces. If you have
photos of others, please put
them in my box with identifying
information, and we'll add
them to the board. Also, there
is a large space for you to write
your “Expressions of hope for
safety, well-being and peace.”
Regardless of your assessment
of this war, our soldiers don't
get to choose their wars, and
we need to recognize their
courage and support them in
their commitment to serving our
country. They're good people,
putting their lives on the line for
their commitments. It's our job
as citizens to make sure our
wars are worth the risk of their
lives. If we feel we've failed at
that, let’s do the most we can
to support our soldiers, regard-
less of our opinion of the war.

Dawvidsow

Newsletter Deadlines

Articles (due by 9:30 am)

Fri. April 4 (for April 15 issue)
Fri. April 18 (for May 1 issue)
Fri. May 2 (for May 15 issue)

Mailing Days
Thursday April 10
Thursday April 24
Thursday May 8

Contact Rita Rancken at 452-
6168, x 13 or Rita@austinuu.org.

Dawvidsowy Love

| was out of town 13 days in March, and am still recovering. The three
frips seemed important, even necessary, but it takes far longer than 13
days to begin digesting, applying and sharing some of the insights and
models. For example:

From 27 February through 2 March, | gave four talks in Lubbock, mostly
on sex, abortion and morality. I'm still in shock from the willful ignorance of
that community that won't allow sex education in their public schools, but
instead hires one or more local Baptist preachers to teach girls that even if
they use a condom they are still sluts and will burn in hell. Noft surprisingly,
Lubbock has the highest teen pregnancy rate in Texas, which has the high-
est teen pregnancy rate in the U.S., which has the highest feen pregnancy
rate in the developed world. In an ignorant and perverse way, that makes
Lubbock Number One.

From 3-7 March, | was in Santa Barbara, California for my (and this
church'’s) first meeting as a member of the Senior Ministers of Large UU
Churches. Our voting membership was listed as 604, which made us the
29th largest UU church, and one of the two or three fastest-growing. It was
an excellent meeting and an impressive group. Our program was on how
to deal with print, radio and television media, how to gain some control
during interviews, how to structure our message so the media will pick it up.
The chief instructor was a professional media consultant, and the exercises
were excellent and challenging. I'm sfill frying to integrate much of this.
The key was in seeing an interview as an opportunity to make a presenta-
fion of three main points, and viewing the interviewer's questions as chal-
lenges to return to our three-point agenda. As | can integrate this, I'll try to
share it with others, perhaps through a district-wide forum.

From 17-20 March | was near Hartford, CT for an Alban Institute course
on leading multiple-staff churches. About forty ministers attended, from a
wide range of religions. The two presenters (one excellent, one awful)
talked about flexible leadership styles, behavioral covenants, psychologi-
cal covenants, and about fransmuting church structures from committees
to discrete tasks that are time-limited. This last is in response to a lotf of re-
search showing that younger people and families where both adults work
don’t have time or interest in the older model of three-year commitments
to committees, and that churches need to streamline tasks, to identify the
discrete tasks and provide more efficient ways for volunteers to accom-
plish them without demanding such a time commitment. This fits with com-
ments I've had from leaders of several very active committees here, that
there are now too many tasks, and the job is demanding more time than
we can reasonably expect from volunteers. This is time-consuming, but I'll
talk with some committee members here to see how we might begin do-
ing our tasks in ways more respectful of your time.

A big part of this job is trying to stay pro-active, by learning from

(Continued on page 10)

A Liberal View

Watch A Liberal View on ACTV,
Cable Channel 11, each
Wednesday at 6:00 pm. Check
listings at www.austinuu.org.

In Your Easter Bonnet

Join the all-church festivities on Easter Sunday, April 20th! We will have an
Easter Egg Hunt in the courtyard, followed by a potluck Easter Brunch. All
events occur between the morning services. Wear your favorite Easter
Bonnet! We'll have a table with materials to make-your-own hat if you
don't have one. Colanders work well for thisl We look forward to seeing
you! For more information (or to help with setup or as an Easter Bunny
Helper), contact Karen Langsley at 563-8727 or klangsley@austin.rr.com.

April 1, 2003




Membership Matters

Your Membership Committee at Work: Orientation Evenings

Have you been to an Orientation Evening yet?2 On the third Wednes-
day of every month, our minister and a “front person” from the member-
ship committee meet with anyone interested in learning more about
UUism, First UU, liberal religion in general and in comparison to other relig-
ions, and whatever else may come up. Meetings take place at 7:00 p.m.
in Room 13.

Who comes?2 Anyone who wants to. Registration is not required; just
show up. We've had a wide variety of people: curiosity seekers, old and
new members, prospective members, casual visitors. People may come
because they heard Davidson speak or saw something he wrote.

Attendees range from a handful to as many as twenty. Each session
takes on a different dynamic, based on who is there and what Davidson
has on his mind! People’s religious and spiritual backgrounds are often ex-
plored; these exchanges alone can serve as springboards to much wider-
ranging discussions. One evening was special because an 11-year-old boy
posed some deep questions that he had obviously been thinking about for
some time. On another occasion, a lovely woman told her story about be-
coming a Jew to join her new husband, and about how much she loved
being part of that religious community.

If you are seeking answers, if you are new to this congregation or a
long-time member, if you want to hear what new people have on their
minds, please join us (next meeting on April 16).

Visitor Information Cards

For visitors who would like to obtain more information about the
church, sign up for the newsletter, share their interests, or request a call
from the membership committee, we provide visitor information cards.
Take an information card from the back of one of the benches in the sanc-
tuary, fillit out, and leave it in the collection plate orin the Visitor Informa-
tion Drop Box, located at the Membership display case in the foyer.

Are You Ready to Become a Member?

The only requirement for membership in this church is signing the Mem-
bership Record Book. If you are ready fo join First UU Church, you can sign
the book on the fourth Sunday of any month. Enroliment takes place im-
mediately following each of the three church services at the Membership
Table in the gallery. (You will be asked to complete a new-member infor-
mation form before signing.)

We look forward to having you join us. The next new member signing
will take place after services on Sunday, April 27.

We encourage all new or prospective members to attend one of the
monthly Orientation Evenings with the minister (see above) as well as one
of the New U Classes, which are offered every three months.

Bring a Friend to Sunday Night Live!

Looking for the perfect time to invite a friend to SNL2 Well, the third
Sunday of each month is just for that purpose. The music rocks and
Moveable Feast is always at a happening location. Just three easy steps:

1. Bring your friend and infroduce them to a few people.

2. Have them fill out the visitor card in the Visitors Rock! packet.

3. Invite them to Moveable Feast.

Can't think of anyone to bring? Invite someone who hasn't come to
church in a while. At the very least, be sure to infroduce yourself to visitors.

Why?e 80% of people attending a church for the first fime do so
because a friend, co-worker, or family member invited them.

A Reminder From
the Memorial/

Endowment Fund
"l remind you that no great cul-
tural institutions exist on a pay-
as-you-go basis. Great institu-
tions, whether colleges or sym-
phony orchestras, art museums
or churches, require inter-
generational funding, the giv-
ing of more than any one gen-
eration can afford, the accu-
mulated long-term funding of
one generation after another."
The Rev. Clarke Dewey Wells
Unitarian Universalist Minister

Listening Ministry

New in town, feeling blue, end-
ing a relationship or lost a job?
Coping with iliness, loss of a
loved one, parenting, aging or
career change? Life can be full
of stressful situations, and some-
times just having someone to
talk to can make all the differ-
ence. The Listening Ministry is for
church members going through
times of transition. If you would
like the emotional support of
someone trained in listening
skills, call 452-6168, ext. 18. A Lis-
tening Ministry member will try
to return your call within a day.

Spread the Word!
Get a T-shirt.

Interested in getting matching
t-shirts for your special church
group? Sunday Night Live!l has
taken on the task of coordinat-
ing services to help any group
in the church who would like to
get T-shirts. Each group's shirt
will be unique in many ways,
but all of the T-shirts will be a
similar style and say the same
thing on the back. If you are
interested in T-shirts for your
group or would like to help with
this project, please contact
Chris Heidel at 694-5870 or
chris@chrisandtoby.com.

April 1, 2003




Are you a VOYAGer?

VOYAGers is a community
of members and friends of
FUUCA bornin the 60's and 70's.
OUR MISSION: We come to-
gether in loving companionship
to celebrate life, encourage
spiritual growth and share our
gifts with others.

Subscribe to our list-serve
newsgroup by sending an
email to voyagers-announce-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com,
call Kristen at 451-5370, email
voyagers@austinuu.org or see
Carolyn Sundays in the Gallery
after the 11:30 service.

PR/Advertising
Committee Needs

New Chairperson

Are you a communications,
advertising or PR professional?
Can you write and produce
news releases, brochures and
direct mail letters; manage me-
dia contacts and lists; plan, or-
ganize and publicize special
events; coordinate and place
advertising; manage a feam of
volunteers; design fliers using
leading edge software; effec-
tively manage e-mail/Internet
systems?2 If so, you may have a
job on your hands as our new
Public Relations/Advertising
committee chairperson.

You'll oversee a budget of
$2,500 that pays for the Yellow
Pages ads and weekly listings in
the Austin American-
Statesman. Other than that,
creativity is your budget as you
work with members of the
church to stay on top of major
news and garner media cover-
age. Special events, such as
"Bring a Friend" Sunday are pos-
sibilities you might pursue in
conjunction with Membership
or other committees. For details
please contact Pat Livingston
at plivingston@austin.rr.com or
454-3963.

In Memory of Helen Nelson

Helen Marie Nelson, 73, of Austin, passed
away February 16, 2003, in Austin. She was born
November 6, 1929, to Herbert Albert and Hertha
Malinda Pfluger Knebel in Beaumont, Texas. She
had worked many years as a Notice Reviewer for
the IRS.

She is survived by her husband, Herman Mau-
rice Nelson of Austin; three daughters and sons-
in-law, Hope and Alfredo Comacho of Austin,
Heather and Mike Meyer of Austin, and Holly and

Gary Outlaw of Pflugerville; one son and daugh-
ter- in-law, Michael and Marcie Nelson of Austin; mother, Hertha Knebel of
Austin; one sister and brother-in-law, Ruth Melrose and Harold Zimmermann
of Austin; three brothers and sisters-in-law, Luther and Elizabeth Ann Knebel
of Liano, George and Betty Knebel of North Carolina, and Ralph and
Dottie Knebel of Midland; uncle and aunt, Werner and Elvira Pfluger of
Austin; and four grandchildren, Trey Adams and Nelson Adams of George-
fown, and Austin Meyer and Courtney Meyer of Austin; numerous cousins,
nieces, nephews, and a bounty of friends. She was a loving person to all.

A memorial service will be held Tuesday, April 8 at 2:00 pm at the First
Unitarian Universalist Church of Austin. Memorial contributions may be
made fo the Lance Armstrong Foundation.

Small Business Owners Covenant Group

The Small Business Owner Covenant Group (SBOCG) is once again open
for new participants. This group gives small business owners ideas and re-
sources to thrive in Austin’s current economic environment and provides a
confidential, safe place to collaborate, brainstorm, create and celebrate.
You do not have to be a FUUCA member to participate. The SBOCG is fa-
cilitated by Dana Morrison, who has spent three decades in business, in-
cluding ten years in the financial services industry, and eighteen years as a
Small Business Consultant in central Texas. Stop by Room 11 on Sunday,
April 6 at 9:00 am to check it out. For more information contact Dana at
567-9648 or dmorrison5@austin.rr.com.

Camp Fire Community Service

The Camp Fire motto is "Give Service". And the FUUCA cluster of Camp
Fire Boys and Girls have given service in several ways recently. After
learning about military service from a Vietham Vet, the children recently
made and delivered valentines to veterans in a nursing home. The three
clubs also completed their annual food drive for Hospice Austin. The
hospice organization runs a small food pantry for dying people and their
families, and the contributions from the Camp Fire Balcones Council food
drive allow Hospice Austin to serve needy individuals who are already
facing a difficult time. And finally, our clubs completed an important
service project for the church: tearing down a large and unsightly storage
shed on the grounds of the younger children's playground. In the space of
one afternoon, the entire structure was dismantled, some wood recycled
for use at U Bar U, and the rest neatly left in the dumpster for hauling away.
The cleared space is now targeted for a sand box. Thanks to several First
UU members that pitched in with the children: Eugene Balaguer, Robert
Norris, Monty Newton, and Martin Bryant.

April 1, 2003



Internal Reflections

| can't believe it's April already! My fime here is passing all too quickly.
From the start, I've been dreaming of sharing some of the wonderful wis-
dom | was gleaned from my mentor and friend, Cheryl Daniels Shohan, the
Director of the Home and Hospital Program at The Center for Attitudinal
Healing. | am thrilled to announce that CHERYL IS COMING to Austin fo
teach a workshop on April 11 and 12 here at First UU! Let me tell you a little
about The Center and Cheryl so you can understand why this is so exciting
to me.

The Center for Aftitudinal Healing began twenty-seven years ago when
Dr. Gerald Jampolsky, a psychiatrist working with terminally ill children, no-
ticed a very sick young boy asking a doctor what it was like to die. The
doctor continued his examination of the boy and he acted as if he didn't
hear the question. When the doctor left the room, the housekeeper who
had been in the room and had overheard the child, responded to the
frightened boy’s inquiry with love and compassion. Dr. Jampolsky recog-
nized that these children were not having their emotional and spiritual
needs met and he immediately set out to form peer support groups for the
children. These children proved to be a wealth of wisdom and inspiration
and the concept of Attitudinal Healing grew into a ministry that has
touched and changed the lives of thousands of people all over the world.

I had the honor of working at The Center for Attitudinal Healing in Sau-
salito, California during my last two years of seminary. The main focus of
the Centeris to provide spiritual and emotional support to people suffering
from life-threatening illness and their families. During this fime, | was ex-
posed to many of the devastating aspects of terminal iliness, from the eco-
nomically induced inequities in the quality of freatment, to the spiritual and
emotional deprivation of those without families or friends, which equates
almost always to a sense of abandonment. | also discovered the miracu-
lous gifts of insight, compassion, and love that seem to be inevitable when
one dares to enter the sacred space of another human being as they
make their journey unto death. Dying is a part of living and a fime of
growth, healing, transformation, and learning to love one another. It al-
most seems as if the dying person acquires a third eye. As one of my col-
leagues once said, “When you are around death, life happens.”

Cheryl Daniels Shohan created the Home and Hospital Program
twenty-one years ago. Cheryl sought help from the Center when her two
children, suffering from separate illnesses, died within six months of one an-
other. Dr. Jampolsky and Elizabeth KUbler-Ross became life-saving support
for Cheryl as she lived through the worst nightmare any parent can have.
Cheryl has dedicated her life to creating a program that offers intensive
training for volunteers to learn to provide spiritual and emotional support
for the terminally ill and their families. Unlike hospice, the volunteers don't
usually offer practical support such as nursing or chores and the Center
does not require a diagnosis of only six months to live. The Home and Hos-
pital volunteers commit to visit someone for at least six months a minimum
of once a week. The two-day fraining prepares the volunteers to offer em-
pathic listening (no fixing,) and pure unadulterated acceptance and love.
Inspiring stories have been shared by volunteers of their experiences of
journeying toward death with a fellow human being. No one can come
through this experience unaltered and | believe no one can do this work
without encountering the sacred. Learning to face one’s own fears of
death is one result of doing this work and in my case; | learned to face my
fears around living, as well.

(Continued on page 8)

Vespers Services

with Cathy Harrington
Friday, April 4
7:00 pm

Changes for April
Tea Time with
Cathy Harrington

There will be no tea time on
Tuesday, April 8.

Please stop by for a cup of
tea with Cathy Harrington any
other Tuesday in April from 3:00
to 5:00 pm in Room 9.

The Grapevine

Ed Farrell was recently recog-
nized as having given 10 gal-
lons of blood. Ed was honored
at the Blood & Tissue Center
annual Donor Recognition Din-
ner. Congratulations Ed!

Caring Cards

We would like to send church
members and friends a caring
card acknowledging a life
event such as iliness, death,
marriage, birthday, anniversary,
new baby or other occasion.
Let the church office know of
your occasion or that of some-
one else in the church family or
call 452-6168, ext. 18 (Helping
Hands/Hearts).
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Religious Education for April 1, 2003

Children’s Program

Committee Meeting

First Tuesday in April
Second Tuesday in May

April 1 6:30 pm
Room 11
Childcare by reservation only

Youth Program
Committee Meeting

Next meeting to be announced

YRUU

Youth Group for 14-19 year olds
Meets most Sundays at

6:30pm, Room 11

Looking
Ahead

April 1 - CPC Meeting

April 4-5 - Middle School Rally
April 18 - Seder Dinner (note
new date)

April 20 - Easter Celebration
May 3 - Curriculum Planning
May 18 - All-Church Picnic
July 12 - CPC Retreat

Aug 4-8 - Camp UU&Me

Aug 16 - Teacher Training

Bon voyagell
Our DRE will be away April 6-13.
Lara Douglass or Phyllis Barron
will take your calls during An-
drea’s absences.

Here Today, Gone to Mavi

I'm writing this column from my vacation in Hawai'il There are so many
beautiful plants, animals and sights here - and lots of time to think about the
future...My husband lost his position of 33 years this February, and our family
has had to think about how to accommodate this change.

As | reflect upon my two+ years here with you in Austin as your Director of
Religious Education, the only thoughts that come to mind are wonderfully
happy. I've enjoyed nearly every minute of itl This congregation has been so
welcoming and supportive, especially in light of my unique working
conditions - having to commute 90 miles each way to work!

It was a hard decision to make, and with great ambivalence | need to
announce that | will be leaving you June 30 fo accept a new position as the
Religious Education Program Consultant for the Metfro New York District of the
UUA. This means | will be consulting with religious educators in many
congregations - helping them create better programming, planning trainings
and coordinating resources.

Thanks to each of you for the great memories!!

anDREa
In Your Easter Bonnet. . ..

Please join the all-church festivities on Easter Sunday, April 20th! We will have
an Easter Egg Hunt in the courtyard, followed by a potluck Easter Brunch. All
events occur between the services, starting at 10:30 a.m. with the Easter Egg
Hunt. Our potluck brunch commences immediately after the Egg Hunt. Be
certain to wear your favorite Easter Bonnet! We'll have a table with materials to
make-your-own hat if you don't have one readily available at home.

Colanders work well for this purpose! We look forward to seeing you!

R2EH

Eoster Eﬂ‘j Hunt

For more information, (or to help with setup or as an
Easter Bunny Helper), please contact Karen Langsley
at (512) 563-8727 or klangsley@austin.rr.com.

“Camp UU&Me"” Summer Plans

As you make plans for your summer, remember that Camp UU and Me wiill be
held August 4-8, 2003, for children entering 1st through éth grades. Registration
will take place in the spring. If you have any questions or suggestions, or if you
would like to help with the camp, please contact Nahdioh Hoang af
nahdiah@hotmail.com or 458-3680.

Playground Reminder

Monitored playground time is available ONLY from 10:30 to 11:15. PLEASE PICK
UP YOUR CHILDREN PROMPTLY - the monitors are volunteers, and appreciate
being able to get to church on timel!

Lessons of Loss - Elementary Program April 27-May 18

A special childrens’ class on death and dying issues will be offered at 9:30am
beginning April 27 - Registration is required. For more information, please
contact Nahdiah Hoang, 458-3680 nahdiah@hotmail.com

April 1, 2003



1= -\e 1] 84 ADULT
EDUCATION

COMMITTEE
RECRUITING!

SIGN UP FOR CLASSES in the gallery after service!!

Science and Religion
Thursdays 7pm, April 3-24, Sanctuary with Davidson Loehr

This will be about what science is and isn't, what religion is and isn't, and a way
to tell the difference.

We'll take each one at its strongest, and [l suggest a rigorous 'religious
method" as a parallel to the "scientific method": just as empirical, but with dif-
ferent ends. Medieval theologians were clear that "scientia" (knowledge) and
"sapientia" (wisdom: as in our arrogant species name, homo sapiens) weren't
the same, that the first didn't necessarily lead to the second.

In the past two centuries, Western sciences have forgotten this, and often
acted as though they believed that if you just stack up enough facts, enough
knowledge, you'll become wise. Nope, | agree with the medieval theologians.
They're different - not incompatible, but about different questions. I'm not plan-
ning to assign readings, but will have a few small handouts. No advance
preparation.

Evensong |

Wednesdays, 7-9pm, April 2 - May 21, Room 11, Greg Thompson and Brian
Moore, co-facilitators. We will share what we value most, our ideas of God
or ultimate concern, our religious and spiritual experiences. Expect a struc-
tured worship service: a time to be quiet, listen fo others and share.

YOUR CLASS COULD APPEAR HERE!!

What are your interests and skillse Would you like to
share them with your UU community¢ Please come to
the Adult RE Committee Meeting to arrange to lead
a class!

Adult RE-Minders

Spiritual Exploration & Philosophical Inquiry
Sundays, 92:30-10:30am in Room 9. All are welcome to join this free and open
discussion group. Facilitation rotates among the participants.

Book Discussion Groups Sundays, 9:30-10:30am in Rooms 13-A&B
Both groups ask that you keep current with the readings to parficipate.

Room 13B Book Group - Ethics for the New Millennium by the Dalai Lama.
Call Jim Burson 794-1086 or jeburson@aol.com for more info.

Mind & Meaning Book Group - Room 13A - The Selfish Gene by Richard
Dawkins. For more info, PollyR6934@aol.com or 371-3257.

Tai Chi Sundays and Thursdays, 7pm in Howson Hall
Explore this graceful martial art, $25 for six weeks. For info, call Nell at 458-4903
or enewton@hoovers.com

Folk Dancing First Mondays, 7-9pm
Everyone is invited to the church's Howson Hall the first Monday of every month
through August for International Folk dancing lessons. The cost is $2 per lesson
taught by Jo Soto and Bruce Bostwick. Join us!

IF:

¢

If you have an interest in what
kinds of classes we offer at
our church-

If you've had experience in
teaching or recruiting
teachers-

If you can come to one
meeting per month on the
first Thursday at 7pm-

If you can staff the Adult RE
table one Sunday per month
after each morning service

If you want to take as many
classes each year FOR FREE
ads you like-

If you enjoy meeting new
people and encouraging
them to take a class and get
fo know us better-

THEN: You just might like joining
our committee for this next year.

Our next meeting is....

Adult RE
Committee Mtg

Thursday, April 3
7:00pm Room 13

This is a fun, interesting
committee! For more info,

contact Sharon Moore 349-2318

spumonhighhollow@msn.com

CONTINUING...
Spiritual Book Club

First Fridays, after Vespers, 8pm,
Rm 9 Cathy Harrington
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Paradox Players
1

Readers Theater

Folks attending the March
meeting read and discussed a
one act mystery that was writ-
ten early in the twentieth cen-
tury. In April we will be reading
a finely crafted contemporary
comedy. Escape worldly wor-
ries for an evening! Share
laughter and love of theater at
7:30 on Monday, April 21, in
room 13. All are invited, no ex-
perience necessary.

April In the Gallery

April in the Gallery will be
the annual all-membership
show sponsored by the Texas
Society of Sculptors (TSOS), fea-
turing around 30 sculptures by
TSOS members, ranging from
realistic to abstract, in materials
that include bronze, stone,
wood, clay, glass and con-
crete. An opening reception
will be held on Thursday, April
10 from 6:00 to 9:00 pm.

The Texas Society of Sculp-
tors (TSOS) is a non-profit sculp-
tors' guild based in Austin. Ob-
jectives of the society include
educating the public about
sculpture and the many media
of this art form, promoting the
work of sculptors, and serving
as a liaison between sculptors
everywhere. Membership is
open to sculptors and sculpture
lovers anywhere in the US.

Heritage Club

Heritage Club, our lively book
discussion group, will meet at
8:00 pm Friday, April 11 at the
home of Kathleen Ellis and Jon
Montgomery, 800 Theresa Ave.,
phone 472-8802. We'll discuss
Ray Bradbury's FAHRENHEIT 451.
Bring a friend and snack and
drink to share and join us! For
those who read ahead, the
May selection is WEALTH AND
DEMOCRACY, by Kevin Phillips.

And Baby Makes Three... e

Welcome to Cole Alexander Tilson, who was born on (A ,:v. ,f
Saturday, February 22, 2003 at 1:44 pm to Clare and -

Roger Tilson. He weighed 6 pounds, 5 ounces. Cole is ]LL-«[
a blond-haired talkative littfle guy. Congratulations to T%{ 1
the new parents!

PO

Congratulations to grandparents, Sharon and Brian Moore, on the birth of
their new grandson, Benjamin Charles Schwitters, on March 13, 2003. Proud
parents are their daughter, Melanie and Ray Schwitters. Ben only weighed
10 pounds, 7 ounces!

Have You Heard About Mommy Meals?

Mommy Meals is a special program sponsored by the VOYAGers and the
Parents Group that provides meals for new parents. So far, we have
provided food for 3 families, and things are going great. We have had
enough volunteers to provide 15-19 meals over a 10-12 week period. If
you would like to volunteer to prepare a meal or you are having a child
soon and would like to receive meals, please contact Nancy Reiter
(nreiter@texas.net). Nancy will be coordinating Mommy Meals for the next
3 families. For general questions about the program or to volunteer to be
a coordinator, please contact Chris Heidel (chris@chrisandtoby.com, 694-
5870). Many thanks to those who have volunteered thus far.
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(Continued from page 5)

Internal Reflections— continued

Dr. Ira Byock, hospice physician and author, says that America is failing
at end of life care. Suffering is inadequately addressed and the whole sys-
tem doesn’t seem to be working. Health care costs continue to rise and
within thirty years, we can expect to have 5.6 million people needing nurs-
ing home care as opposed to the present 1.6 million. This country is facing
a potential crisis of monumental proportion if we don't begin to take back
responsibility of caring for our own. Byock says, “A fundamental commit-
ment of a hospice or palliative care team is to never abandon a patient.”
Unfortunately, this ideal isn't a reality, and it certainly won't be even re-
motely possible when the number of people needing end of life care ex-
pands in the coming years. What can we do¢ How can we create a
world where we abandon no one?

Our UU principles, if taken seriously, compel us to respond to this need
with compassion and urgency. Unitarian and Universalist history reveals a
rich heritage of humanitarians such as; Joseph Tuckerman, Clara Barton,
Florence Nightingale, Benjamin Rush, Dorthea Dix, Horace Mann, and
Jane Addams, just to name a few. We can no longer afford to ignore
end of life issues!

Through education and action we can help alleviate suffering at end
of life and enrich our own lives in the process. | hope you will join Cheryl
and me for this enriching workshop beginning April 11 at 7:00 pm and con-
tinuing Saturday from 9-4:30. Reserve early, space is limited.

Cathy Harrington
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Kent Kennan 90th Birthday Concert & Reception!

u Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 12 at 8:00 pm, when the Aus-

tin Chamber Soloists will honor FUUCA member Kent Kennan on his

u 90th birthday with a special concert and reception. Included in the

u program will be music composed by Mr. Kennan. Tickets are $15
and are available at the door. Students half price with ID. Special:
two for one tickets to FUUCA members. For more information con-
tact Joan Kalisch of the Austin Chamber Soloists at 499-0060.

$983434343434343 434343434343 439343434343 0343

Roller Disco Dance Party!

Come skate (or just dance) the night away in your finest threads, baby!
Music, Lights, Dancing, Skating. It's our own little Xanadu! Sunday, April 6,
right after Sunday Night Live, from 7:00 to 11:30 pm. Admission $6, includes
skate rental. All ages welcome, children under 5 free. Dinner from 7:00 to
9:00 pm. Prizes for most fabulous costumes and bootyshakin'. At Playland
Skate Center (www.playlandskatecenter.com). All proceeds go to Sunday
Night Live Music. For more info contact Audrey Maker at 659-4307 or at
audreyhead@yahoo.com.

CAMP-OUT at Krause Springs

Avoid the Easter weekend crowd and join us Friday, April 18 through
Sunday, April 20 for a relaxed weekend with fellow Unitarians. Kid-friendly
grounds, short hike to lake, great swimming hole.

Beauty: Waterfalls, Springs, Creek, Cypress frees

Fun: Swimming, Campfire and sing-along, Star gazing (if clear)

Bring: Food fo share, drinking water, lawn chairs, flashlights. (no dogs,
please)

Non campers: Don't have the equipment - hate dragging it around - can't
leave that "important other" alone for the night. Then come for the day
and sleep in your own bed. It's only 35 miles !

Saturday night potluck & musical jam

Directions: West on 71 through Bee Caves, 5 miles past Pedernalis river,
right at Exxon station, next right, follow signs. Gates close at 8:00 pm. Pay at
house. $6/each, $3/child.

Information: Vince 385-8862 vharrison1@grandecom.net
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April Sharing Suppers

Sign up now for the April 19th Sharing Suppers. These adult potlucks
are held the third Saturday of every month. In March our five suppers
gave lots of newcomers and long-tfime members a chance to get ac-
quainted.

The premise is simple: participants take turns as guests and hosts. Din-
ners are sit-down or buffet, for approximately 6-12. More information and
the sign-up sheet are posted next to Davidson's office; or contact coordi-
nator Barbara Tuttle, 794-2972 (hrtytuti@onr.com). Your host will call you
early in the week of the supper.

To present participants: if you haven't hosted yet, give it a try. Or vol-
unteer your hosting talents at someone else's home, as a co-host. Many
of us have made our large church feel friendlier by participating in these
wonderful evenings. We look forward to sharing them with you!

Chat & Craft Club

The Chat & Craft Club will meet
on Tuesdays, April 8 and April
22 from 10:00 am to noon in the
Gallery. For more information
call Carol Purdy at 926-3258.

Senior Luncheon

The Senior Luncheon group will
meet at 12:00 noon Tuesday,
April 8 in Howson Hall. Interest-
ing music planned. $3 dona-
tion requested. Call church to
reserve lunch, but, if you forget,
come anyway.

End-of-Month Party
Saturday, April 26, at 8 p.m.
Hosts: Joan and Bill Forbes, 4505
Sinclair Avenue, 78756

For: Everyone, intergenerational
UU's and friends.

Why come? To meet old
friends and make new ones in
an informal atmosphere. To
have fun.

Bring: Snack and drink to share.
Directions: 4 blocks west of Bur-
net, 1 block north of 45th Street.
For help or information, call Bill
or Joan at 420-0707.

HOSTS ARE NEEDED FOR FUTURE
PARTIES, which are always held
on the last Saturday of the
month. Your duties as host are:
to lay in some disposable table-
ware and turn your porch light
on. To offer your house, home
or hovel for a future month, call
Kelly Teese [927-2292] or Jean
Wyllys [926-6353].

Calling All
Psych Types

Psychologists and clinical social
workers interested in joining an
occasional roundtable
(probably rectangle) to meet
with the Head Knight
(Davidson) to pursue the Holy
Grail (reaching human poten-
tial), e-mail Dana Lehman at
dr.dana@Juno.com or call
833-7380.
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SWUUC Spring

Conference

“Deepening Your Faith, Grow-
ing Your Soul” will be the theme
of this year's SWUUC Spring
Conference, April 25 to 27 in
Tulsa. This is a reasonably
priced weekend of UU educao-
tion with lots of interesting top-
ics. The conference is open to
all ages. For more information
or to register, see the green fli-
ers on the Church bulletin
board, call 918-743-2363, email
them at info@allsoulschurch.org
or visit www.allsoulschurch.org.

Calling All Austin

UUs to Action

HANDS ON HOUSING PROJECT
on APRIL 5th and éth!l We are
pulling out the paintbrushes and
sharpening those saws for the
next “Hands on Housing” week-
end to repair homes owned by
low-income families. With over
fifty folks turning out from Live
Oak UU and First UU at our last
Hands On Housing event, we
are looking forward to another
good time this Spring with the
addition of Wildflower UU to the
team!! If you are interested in
taking a leadership role or just
want to get more involved in
this community-building event,
please contact Daniel Kaulfus
at dkaulfus@austin.rr.com or
336-5544.

2003 Sunday

Flower Sign-up
The Sunday ser-
vices flower
sign-up calen-
dar is now avail-
able outside
the minister's
office for those
who wish fo
provide flowers in honor of a
specific event. Contact Margao-
ret Burnette at 458-6127 or
margaretburnette@yahoo.com.

The President’s Corner

As has become usual, there is much happening at First UU Church. By
the time you read this we will have had our church-wide workshop on cre-
ating a vision for the future of our church. We anticipate having a mission/
vision statement prepared for the membership to review and approve at
our upcoming congregational meeting on May 4. In addition, the church
council (committee and church group leaders) will be meeting on April 13
and will be looking at where we are in relation to our goals and suggesting
where we need fo be heading.

Though we are sad to see her go, we are very happy for Andrea
Lerner, our Director of Religious Education, who has accepted a position
with the UUA in New York. This is a wonderful opportunity for Andrea. The
board is appointing a DRE Search Committee with the goal of finding a
new DRE to begin in August.

You have an opportunity to preview the agenda for the May 4 congre-
gational meeting by attending the pre-congregational meeting on Sun-
day, April 6, at 1:.00 pm. Agenda items include nominations for board offi-
cers and trustees as well as chairs of committees, a bylaws change regard-
ing the composition of the Nominating Committee, and the proposed mis-
sion/vision statement. Information will also be posted on the bulletin board
outside the church office and mailed to members at least 20 days before
the May 4 meeting.

As always, you are invited to contact me or any of the board members
with questions or concerns. Our contact information is in the church direc-
tory, or you can call the church office. This truly is a democratic operation.
Though the process sometimes becomes cumbersome, please use it. Your
voice is important in the overall chorus.

With thoughts of peace and love,

Donna

Donna Howard
President, Board of Trustees

(Continued from page 2)

Dowvidson's Love — continued

successful larger churches what changes we need to make, and how to
make them in ways that serve members and leaders. The general advice
is that churches need to move to more dynamic models, focused just on
getting necessary tasks done, and limiting the time commitments asked of
members by defining the tasks more discretely. They can teach it in a few
days, but any church will be lucky if it can understand and apply just one
or two of the key insights within six months.

These are mostly things I'd like to see a second minister do here, so |
could spend more tfime on reading, writing and community involvement.
There is really too much for one minister to do well here, and we're now
one of the two largest UU churches still working with only one minister (the
other has about 30 more members, but we're growing much faster). Both
of Houston's large UU churches have two ministers, and both have under
500 members. The church in Carrolton has about 300-350 members and
two ministers. Well, it feels like I'm whining, and | don’'t mean to. Maybe
it's as simple as saying that we all feel overwhelmed with our jobs at times,
and the job of being a minister is no different. See you in church!

Davidsor
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April 6

April 13

*** New Sociables Coordinator Wanted ***

Sociables is an informal brunch gathering each Sunday. All are invited. Folks start arriving around 1:15. We
are seeking a new Sociables Coordinator. Contact Larry Gilstrap (708-1226 or gilstrap@texas.net) for info.

Tres Amigos

Waterloo Icehouse

Join Us Sunday Evening for a Movable Feast!

All are invited to attend dinner with us after Sunday Night Live beginning at 7:00 pm. Check the poster board
outside the office for details on Sunday evenings. If no host is listed that week, the Movable Feast will be held
at Central Market 4001 North Lamar Blvd. Also listen for an announcement by the lay leader during the ser-
vice. If host or hostess is listed, give this name to the restaurant host in order to be shown to the correct table.

Typically directions and a phone number will be posted as well.

1206 West 38th St. (26 Doors Shopping Center)

1106 West 38th St. (26 Doors Shopping Center)

Events at a Glance

Sun 9:00 AM
April6  9:30 AM
10:30 AM

10:30 AM

11:30 AM

12:45 PM

5:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

Mon 7:00 PM
April 7 7:00 PM
Tue 10:30 AM
April8  12:00PM
3:.00PM

7:30 PM

Wed 6:30 PM
April 9 7:30 PM
7:30 PM

Thu 6:00 PM
April 10 6:30 PM
6:30 PM

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

Fri 7:00 PM
April 11 8:00 PM
Sat 8:00 AM
April 12 8:30 AM
10:30 AM

8:00 PM

Small Business Owners Covenant Group
Sunday Service

Pathfinder Covenant Group
SWUUC Pres. Mark Westergard
Sunday Service
Pre-Congregational Meeting
Sunday Night Live!

Camp Fire

RE/YRUU

Tai Chi

Roller Disco Dance Party

First OCG 1
International Folk Dancing

Chat and Craft

Senior Luncheon

No Tea Time with Cathy Today
Women’s Spirituality

Evensong 1
Choir Rehearsal (w/ Childcare)
Young Adult Religious Network

Gallery Reception for Texas Society of Sculptors
Science & Religion Class with Dr. Loehr
Membership Committee

Intern Supervision Committee

Tai Chi

"How Can I Be of Help?" Workshop
Heritage Club

Men's Breakfast

"How Can I Be of Help?" Workshop

Women’s Spirituality

Kent Kennan 90th Birthday Concert & Reception

Sun
April 13

Mon
April 14

April 15

Wed
April 16

April 17

Fri
April 18

Sat
April 19

9:30 AM
10:30 AM
10:30 AM
11:30 AM
12:30 PM

1:00 PM

4.00 PM

5:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:00 PM

7:00 PM

3:.00 PM
6:30 PM
7:30 PM

9:15 AM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM
7:30 PM
7:30 PM

6:30 PM
6:30 PM
7:00 PM

Sunday Service

Pathfinder Covenant Group
Parents Group

Sunday Service

Council Meeting Luncheon
All-Church Council Meeting
VOYAGers Navigators
Sunday Night Live!

Camp Fire

RE/YRUU

Tai Chi

International Folk Dancing

Tea Time with Cathy Harrington
Board of Trustees
Women’s Spirituality

Listening Ministry

Evensong 1

New Member Orientation

Choir Rehearsal (w/ Childcare)
Young Adult Religious Network

Science & Religion Class with Dr. Loehr
SNL Think Tank
Tai Chi

CAMP-OUT AT KRAUSE SPRINGS

6:30 PM

Passover Seder

CAMP-OUT AT KRAUSE SPRINGS
SHARING SUPPERS

10:30 AM

Women'’s Spirituality
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Sunday Morning Religious Education

ADULT CLASSES CHILDREN & YOUTH CLASSES
Spiritual Exploration & Philosophical Inquiry Group Children and youth K-8th grade atftend the first part
ROOM @ e 9:30 am of the second and third worship services with their
families before they go to class.

Book Discussion Groups: First Session: 9:30 am - 10:30 am
Sunday Book Group — Call Jim Burson (794-1086) Second Session 11:30 am - 12:45 am
ROOM 13A i, 9:30 am Grades 6-8 & 9-12 - 11:30 am only

Third Session: 5:40 pm - 6:30 pm
Mind & Meaning — Call Polly Robertus (371-3257) Third Session is Pre-K through Elementary only
ROOM 13B oo 9:30 am INFANTS AND TODDLERS

Parents with infants may aftend the service with
their children, view the service through the quiet
room window, watch on TV in room 21, or leave
their children with our childcare staff in room 19.

Meditation — Call Margaret Borden (458-4502)
On hiatus

Public Forum “Live” Sundays - Howson Hall at First UU Church of Austin

From Runways to Green Ways April 6, 11:30 am
Greg Weaver Catellus Development Corporation
After the completion of a citizen-approved master plan for converting our old airport info a multi-use fradi-
tional neighborhood, the City selected Catellus Development Corporation fo carry out the project. Greg
Weaver, vice president of development for Catellus, will provide an update, and encourages feedback.
Here is an opportunity to bring your views and your questions about the biggest real estate deal the City
Council will ever negotiate, affecting Austin far into the future.

The War and the Economy April 13, 11:30 am
Dr. James K. Galbraith

Dr. James K. Galbraith will discuss the effects of the war on the nation's economy. Dr. Galbraith teaches at
the LBJ School of Public Affairs, UT Austin. His PhD is in the field of economics, and he has written and been
published extensively on the subject. He writes a regular column in Texas Observer magazine.

Public Forum on Cable Access Channel 10 Sundays at 6 PM

April 6 Denise Schmandt-Besserat The Origin of Writing

April 13 J. David Bamberger Habitat Restoration and the Quality of Life




